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Child Support Questions & Answers

If you are divorced, or in the process of getting
divorced, you are probably either paying or-
receiving child support.

N Courts generally order the
A4 payment of support
whenever there is a child
under 18 years of age.

Q. Who
decides how
much child
support my
ex-spouse has
to pay me?
A. Fixing the
amount of child
support has
become a fairly
mechanical process,
with little room for
discretion. If the
parties cannot agree,
the judge determines
the amount of support
payable according to a
New Hampshire law
called the Child
Support Guidelines.
The Guidelines contain
~ aformula for figuring
the child support
obligation based on
(1) the gross income of
the mother, (2) the gross
income of the father,
and (3) the number of children in the family under
the age of 18 years. The formula is fairly rigid and
exceptions are not easily made.

Q. | have started working some overtime,
and now my ex-wife wants an increase in child
JG&W support. What is included in my “gross income”
for calculating child support?
Jordan, Gfroerer & Weddleton A.  “Gross income” means all income from any
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source, including hourly wages, salary, tips, lottery or
gambling winnings, pensions, and government
programs such as workers’ compensation, veterans’
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benefits, and unemployment benefits.

However, overtime earnings are not included if
the overtime is occasional or seasonal. Different rules
apply to business owners or self-employed persons.

Q. We are getting a divorce and I plan to let
my husband have the kids. He earns twice as
much as | do. Will I have to pay him child support?

A.  Unless you make some other agreement
with your husband in the divorce court, if he has
custody of the kids then you will have to pay him
child support. The law does not discriminate
between mothers and fathers on child support, and if
the father has custody, then the mother must pay him
child support.

Q. 1 just got laid off from my old job, and |
took a new job for less pay. Can | get my child
support payments reduced?

A.  Whenever there is a substantial change in
your circumstances, you have the right to ask the
court to change your child support.

Q. Circumstances haven't changed for me,
and | haven’t had any increase in child support
from my ex-husband for years. What can I do to
get a look at his current income, and maybe get
more support for my kids?

A.  The law allows either party to ask the court
for a modification of the support order three years
after the entry of the last order for support, without
the need to show a substantial change of circum-
stances. If it has been more than three years since
your current support order went into effect, you can
petition the court to increase your child support and
also ask to see your ex-husband'’s current tax returns.

If you have questions about child support,
either what you receive or what you pay, call
Michael Gfroerer at (603) 228-1151 for a free initial
consultation. We are experienced in handling all
aspects of divorce cases, including the modification
of child support after the divorce has been granted.







