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Legal Ease

and you don’t want
to hire a lawyer?

e probably shouldn't tell you this, but
Small Claims court is not so small. You
can sue someone, or be sued, for up to

$2,500 without a lawyer. Just because there are no
lawyers doesn’t mean it's like Judge Judy. You still
must prove your claim legally.

Follow these suggestions are your Small Claims
experience is likely to be more pleasant:

How To Begin A Small Claims Suit:

Obtain a 3-part-application-(complaint) from
the District Court closest to where you live.
Complete the form and pay $35.00 and the Court
will notify the defendant by certified mail with a
copy to you. '

Important Information To Know First:

Make sure you have the correct and complete
name and address, including zip code, of the party
being sued. If the defendant is a corporation, you
must provide the name and address of the
corporate officer that you want served with the
legal documents.

What Does The Defendant Need To Do?
Upon receiving notice of the lawsuit;-the
defendant must write back to the Court and say
he/she disagrees with your claim and request a
trial. The Court will then schedule a trial and

notify both parties by mail.

What If The Defendant Doesn’t Answer The
Complaint? :

You win by default, but the decision is not final
for another 30 days. You must first submit an
affidavit to the Court indicating that the defendant
is not in the military, since that is an excuse for not
responding.

How Do | Prepare For A Trial?

in a word, “documentation”, It is not what you
say, but what evidence (contracts, letters, photo-
graphs) you present to back up your version of
events.
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So you want to sue someone

How Do I Act In Courl?

Get to the point. Don't tell her your life story.
The judge has heard it all before and wants to
know only what is legally relevant, not your
personal legal opinions or conclusions. |

If you are owed money under a contract, tell

the judge: “Your Honor, | painted the defendant’s

house on July 22, 1997. | have the written
contract which shows | was to be paid 20% above
the cost of the paint. | also have a bill for the
paint | bought. The defendant hasn't paid me.

The judge will likely ask you some questions to
determine why you haven't been paid. If you
have witnesses, bring them. If a witness can’t
come to Court, the judge will often accept a letter
from the witness, preferably notarized. Remem-
ber, any witness should only testify to what they
know first hand, not what they heard from
someone-else;

"

You Win...Maybe?

If you have told a credible story and have the
documentation and/or witnesses, you are likely to
win. That's the good news. The bad news is you
still have to collect. The losing party has 30 days to
pay you. If he/she does not, you can ask the Court
(for $5.00) to order the defendant to appear in
Court again to determine if he/she is able to pay,
and if 5o, the judge will order him/her to pay you
in a lump sum or installments. The additional costs
you incur chasing the defendant are reimbursable
o you.

If he/she doesn’t show up for Court, a warrant
for his/her arrest may be issued, but police will
only pick him/her up if stopped for some other
reason, such as a traffic violation.

In other words, it is often hard to collect.







